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Web Hosting

Geocities, now owned by Yahoo!, offers free web hosting which includes advertising, Geocities Plus, which for $4.95 per month offers no ads and more space, and Geocities Pro, which for $8.95 gives you your own domain name plus email. 

To sign up, go to http://geocities.yahoo.com/.  Click on Sign Up, on the next page click on Sign Up Now, and the next page will present you with a form to fill out.

By signing up you will get a Yahoo! mail account, which you can check by going to the Yahoo! home page or by logging into mail.yahoo.com.

For the purpose of creating this exercise, web space has been created with the following information:
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Geocities will present you with a confirmation page, print it for your records.

To continue, you can click on “Build Your Website Now”. You will see this page:
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From here you can use the Geocities wizard to help you build a page, or if you’ve already created your pages elsewhere (such as Front Page or Microsoft Word), you can use this page to get to the File Manager to start uploading your pages.

Try the Page Builder and select a template. Replace text and graphics with your own.
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Things to Know

HTML:  Websites use “hypertext markup language”, so even if you can create the document in a word processor, you need the ability to convert to html to upload.

Index:  The main page of a website is necessarily called index.htm or index.html.  All other pages can have any name you choose, and will have .HTM as the extension.

Size:  A website has no fixed dimensions like an 8.5 x 11” page.  Your page can be as long (and wide) as you want it to be.

Pictures:  Photos should be a reasonable size so that slow modems can open them quickly (100 K or less). Use thumbnails whenever possible, with a link to the enlargement.  JPG and GIF files are standard web formats.

Images Folder:  For good filing habits, place the images in a separate folder. On the web server be sure to create the same hierarchy as you have on your hard drive. Example, if you have a subfolder called Images on your hard drive, then make a subfolder called Images on the website.  This way your links will still work, as they will be “relative”. 

Columns:  You cannot create columns in a website, however the work-around is to use tables.  Every creative page layout you see on the internet uses tables.

View Source:  Most web pages will allow you to view the HTML. Select View from the menu, then Source. You may want to copy some source code and change the contents to your own. Be careful about copying copyrighted material.

Web Software 

Front Page, which is part of certain versions of Microsoft Office, has long been the standard for producing web pages, although MS Word has the ability to convert a document to HTML format as well. The advantage of Front Page is that you can create your document just as you would a word processing document.

Start Front Page, and from the menu select File, New Web and give your website a name, in this case Pharr South.
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At the bottom of the page there are three views to work in, Normal, HTML, and Preview.

Create your page in Normal view, using the word processing skills you already have. To see how Front Page converts it to code, click the HTML tab. To see how it will look on the internet, click the Preview tab.

Insert Pictures

Using Windows Explorer, copy the desired pictures into the Images folder first.  In FP, double click the images folder to open it, then drag the picture onto your page. (You can press F5 to refresh the Images folder if you’ve made changes to it from another window.) 

Thumbnails

Select the picture and click on the Auto Thumbnail button on the Pictures toolbar (which appears automatically when you select a picture).  Remember to upload both the full size photo and the thumbnail to the website later.

Changing Size of  Thumbnails

Click the Tools menu, Page Options, and click the Auto Thumbnail tab.  You can set the thumbnails to be the same width or height, be beveled, or have a border thickness.  You will need to make one thumbnail first before you know what to change. You can “undo” the thumbnail image in your document and re-do it once you have changed the thumbnail settings.

The thumbnail image will have the same name, only with an underscore and the word “small” attached to it.  

When you save the page, you will be asked to confirm the thumbnail image names and the location thereof. Make sure they are going into the same folder as your main images. If you want, you can rename the thumbnail.  


Hyperlinks

The easiest way to link to a website is to go to the site you want to link, and click in the address bar where the URL is listed, press Ctrl+C to copy it.  In FP, select the text which will link to a website, press Ctrl+K or select Insert, Hyperlink.  Type the URL or if you've copied it, simply paste it using Ctrl+V.

Email Hyperlinks

To link text to an email address, select the text, the press Ctrl+K. In the URL area, delete the default text and type “mailto:yourname@whatever.com” (without the quotes), using a valid email address. 

Uploading - FTP

You will need to upload your files to the internet, either through an FTP (file transfer protocol) program, or in the case of Geocities, through their file uploading tool.

FTP programs are available as free downloads from the internet.  Popular ones include Cute_FTP, WS_FTP, or Leech.  Geocities does not allow the use of these programs unless you pay a fee for your space.

Uploading at Geocities

File uploading is done from the main login page at Geocities, not from your website.  Go to www.geocities.com, and log in, then click on File Manager.
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From this page, click Open File Manager.

A subdirectory (or folder) has been created for you, called Images.  To create your own subdirectory, click New in the subdirectory section.  
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When uploading images, click the Images folder first.  Click Upload Files and browse through your disk to locate the file(s), double click the file name(s).  You can upload 5 at a time by default (you can change it to up to 20).  Click Upload Files when you are done, and wait for the transfer to take place. The next page confirms the transfer.

Backgrounds

There is a background image selected for the Pharr South website, it’s called \images\back_tripp.jpg.  

In order to prevent several users from uploading the same filename (i.e. back.jpg), for practise on the Pharr South website, name your background “back_yourname.jpg”.  That way there will be less chance of you overwriting someone else’s background. 

To insert a background image into your web page, select Format, Background.  Click the Background tab, then select Background Picture.  Click Browse, and navigate to the location of the file. Click OK twice to exit the dialog box.

Tip:  Put the background image into the appropriate (Images) folder before locating it from this dialog box.  You want to select the image from somewhere within your folder for Pharr South, not somewhere else on your hard drive.  The link is considered “relative” to your starting point and it will not work when you upload the page to the internet.

Viewing your Page

To view your page, you can either open another browser window, and type www.geocities.com/yourname.htm to view it. As you make changes and re-upload, be sure to click Refresh on the open browser window to see the changes.

Another way to view the page is to go back to the File Manager, click “Up One Level” if you need to get out of the subfolder, then click “View” next to the page you want to view. If it is already open in another window, be sure to click Refresh (F5).

Name the Page

You can name the page so that when you are online, the page name appears in the taskbar. 

Click File, Properties. Click the General tab. Under Title, type an appropriate name for your page.

Lots of Practise 

Do not be surprised if you need to edit & upload several times before getting the result you desire. It takes a while to get used to the many steps involved in creating a website.

Go to www.geocities.com/pharrsouth to see the starting point of the Pharr South website.  There are only two active pages at the time of this printing, one called “index.html” which is the entry page to the website (please don’t change it!) and one called “tripp.htm” which is Karen’s.


There is an Images folder with several images in it.  These images are the three photos on the Tripp page and several graphics which make up the index page.


You can begin creating your own web pages and upload them to the website, using the directions given here.


Be careful about overwriting the images already online (check the File Manager to see if a file exists already).  You can create a folder with your name and put ALL your images and pages into your folder if you prefer. That would make it better in the long run. 



























































First Name:  Pharr�Last Name:  South�P/W:  pharrsouth�B-day: Jan. 1, 1940�Security question: “What is your favorite past-time?” and the answer is “golf”.�Email: pharrsouth@yahoo.com














