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This is one of the best tutorials on getting started with PSP. It’s for version 6, but the basics are still the same.  

What’s Familiar?

When you first start up PSP, you’re faced with a screen filled with mostly unfamiliar options.  What is familiar, however, is the menu, the toolbars, and status bar.  The standard toolbar contains familiar buttons such as File Open, Print, Save, Undo, Cut, etc.

Using Help
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PSP’s help menu contains links called “View The Movie” which shows you step by step procedure for an action you need to learn about.  To learn about masks, click Help, choose Help Topics, and then Working with Masks. Click the button called “View the Movie”.

Online Help

There are hundreds of links on the internet to help you learn PSP.  A good place to start is:

http://www.psplinks.com/

You will need some experience before trying some of the techniques, but be sure to bookmark that site for a time when you can spend a couple of hours experimenting.

Palettes

The Tool palette displays along the left edge of the window and contains the tools you will use to manipulate, select, and alter your image. This is a toolbar that you can move like any toolbar, by dragging the dotted lines at the top edge.
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Click the View menu, then Toolbars, to see a list of available toolbars.  

PSP8 also has Palettes, which are similar to toolbars, and awhich normally reside on the right side of the screen.
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Personally, I like to have the “tools” toolbar, and the “tools options” palette both activated.  I also created my own toolbar with the most commonly used menu functions (i.e. rotate 90 deg, sharpen, crop, resize, 100% view, etc.)
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The colors palette is called “Materials”.  As you move your mouse through the rainbow of colors, the Red/Green/Blue amounts appear in a mini window.  The upper left color is the foreground color, the other one is the background color.
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 Color Dropper

The color dropper tool (called the Pick tool in other programs) lets you pick a foreground color with the left mouse and the background color with the right mouse.
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 Paint Brush

The paint brush is what allows you to draw pixel by pixel with the color selected.  When the Tools Options toolbar is activated, you can change the settings of the brush (shape, hardness, density, etc.).

Drop Down Options

Some of the toolbar buttons have drop-down menus.  For example, the selection button contains the options for Selection, Freehand Selection and Magic Wand.

Once you have selected a portion of your photo, you can deselect it by pressing the right mouse. If the right mouse doesn’t deselect, use the Selection menu, or the keyboard shortcut, Ctrl+D.

Image Resize
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The Image Resize menu is invaluable for resizing your photos.  You can resize by number of pixels, or by percentage. The upper portion of the window shows the current pixel size.

How big is a pixel? To understand the difference between pixels and their relationship to resolution, go to this site:

http://heim.ifi.uio.no/~gisle/photo/pixels.html

To give you an idea of how large an image is, don’t think in terms of inches.  Think in terms of how your monitor is set. Go to Display in the Control Panel and see what the settings of your monitor are. If your monitor is 1024 x 768, that gives you an idea of the size of a 1024x768 photo on the screen.  Even then, if you ask Google the question “how big is a pixel?” you will learn from your research that a pixel has no defined size, and it is determined by the hardware you are using at the time.

The print menu of PSP allows you to change the size of your picture, but don’t worry about that unless you actually need to print. For the purpose of digital photography and sending photos by email, be cognizant of the number of pixels and/or the total file size instead. 

Image Information

Use the Image menu to go to Image Information and this dialog box will tell you how many pixels per inch you have (resolution) and the image dimensions, should you wish to print.

Lossless?

http://www.acdsystems.com/English/Community/ColumnsArticles/TechTips/tech-2001-11-29.htm

Are looking for the highest quality images? If so, save your images using a lossless format such as TIFF. The JPEG format, which most of us use, is a lossy format, which means that it loses some quality in order to compress the image. For jobs requiring the highest quality, a lossless format will give you better results and conserve all of your image information. 

The most commonly used lossless format is the TIFF format, which uses the file extension ".TIF." Although larger than a JPEG, it allows some image compression without losing quality by disposing of only unnecessary color data. When scanning photos or using a digital camera, it is a good idea to first save your originals as lossless files. That way, you will always have a high-quality original to go back to.

It's also a good idea to work with a lossless format when you are editing an image. If you are using a lossy image format and you save an image a dozen times while editing it, you will lose quality each time you save. The file will have been compressed twelve times. Instead, work in a lossless format such as TIFF and afterwards use lower-quality lossy copies for sharing by e-mail or online. 

 Cropping

Once you have made a selection of what it is you want to keep in a photo, the “Crop to Selection” tool or menu will cut everything else out of the photo.  You can use the Selections menu to invert the selection, which means everything outside the selection is what you are modifying.

Brightness & Contrast
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The Adjust menu contains menu options for adjusting the lighting conditions.  Click Adjust, then Brightness and Contrast, and the same option in the submenu, Brightness and Contrast.

Click the small minus and plus symbols to zoom into the photo. Click the four-headed arrow to move to a specific area of the photo that you can watch as you make the changes.  There are two other buttons on the right side:  Auto Proof, and Proof. Having them both selected allows you to see the changes in the original picture as well as in the mini view.

Cloning

The clone tool allows you to clone one part of your image to another, or to another image altogether.  Right click the area to be cloned, then use the left mouse to apply the feature.

You can do creative things with cloning, like copying a bouquet of flowers to create a frame around an image.

http://www.designsbyjoy.net/psp7-/clone.htm
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Here, you can see how the photo on the left was used to create a frame for the photo on the right. The girl in the right was selected with the oval tool, and the flowers were cloned all around the outside edge of the selection.
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Special Effects

PSP comes with dozens of special effects, from buttonize to page curl, which you can easily apply to your photos. You need to explore each one on your own, as there are too many to describe in this lesson plan.

Buttonize

From Effects, 3D effects, Buttonize
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Page Curl

From Effects, Image Effects, Page Curl
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Sunburst

From Effects, Illumination, Sunburst
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Aged Newspaper

From Effects, Artistic Effects, Aged Newspaper.
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One-Step Photo Fix
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Use the One Step Photo Fix command to automatically adjust the color balance, contrast, clarity, saturation, smooth edges, and sharpen an image. It is located on the Photos toolbar.






































































